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Manheim Springs into Action

Downtown Manheim will
spring into color again in the
upcoming months as the Man-
heim Downtown Development
Group gets ready for their annual
planter pro-
gram, fagade
improvement
grants and .
seeks adopters
for their Adopt
A Block Pro- &2
gram. -

“These ur-
ban beautifica- _
tion programs
will bring bright splashes of
greenery and color to the side-
walks and storefronts of down-
town Manheim as well as cutting
down on litter and trash along
the main corridor of our down-
town.” stated Doreen Ober, Main
Street Manager

“The Planter Program is in its
third year and has been a huge
success. Last spring businesses
and residents purchased almost
30 planters in the downtown
delighting and welcoming our
visitors and the Manheim Com-
munity.” Stated Ober. In busi-
ness for over 30 years, Martin’s
Greenhouse of Manheim designs
and coordinates the planters that
are filled with a mixture of beau-
tiful seasonal spring flowers.
Spring was also the birth of a
new program to Manheim aimed
to involve the community to help
keep our town clean, safe and
beautiful. “The Adopt A Block
program had a great start last
year with over 35 blocks/areas
adopted in our downtown.”
Stated Ober “It was great to see
so many individuals willing to
invest and commit their time in
making our downtown a better
place.” The organization will

continue to accept adoption applica-
tions and hold a safety orientation
and distribute supplies this March.

The Manheim Downtown Devel-
opment Group’s fagade improve-

ment program

provides grant

funding to eligible

property  owners

that are located

within the bound-

8 ary of the down-

| town improvement

~ area that is part of

the Main Street

program. The

purpose of the program is to provide

an incentive to building owners to

invest funds into improving the vis-

ual character of the fagade of the

building through rehabilitation that

will contribute to the overall historic

streetscape of the downtown area.

The end goal of the program is to

improve the visual image of the

overall downtown area thereby at-

tracting new businesses and custom-
ers to the downtown.

To date, the Manheim Downtown
Development Group has approved
sixteen (16) grants since the program
started in the spring of 2008. The
scope of work that has been ap-
proved for facade improvement
grants this month included window
replacement, window repairs, paint-
ing, door replacement, and soffit and
trim repair to commercial building
facades. The Manheim Downtown
Development Group is pleased to
award these grants and initiate pro-
grams to help building owners make
improvement that will visibly impact
Manheim.

If you would like more informa-
tion, please contact Doreen Ober at
(717) 665-1762 or email at
info@manheimdowntown.org.
Please visit our website at
www.manheimdowntown.org.

Don’t wait for something big to occur. Start where you are, with
what you have, and that will lead you into something greater.

Mary Manin Morrissey




